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Call of the Four Great Imams 

This treatise aims at introducing th 
founder-jurisconsults of Islamic Law namel S 
Abu Han 1 fah Malik bin Anas. Ibn Idris al-shafi — 
and Ahmad bin Hanbal. rahma tul lah-i 'aJaj\fy Jyn 
'ajma ' in . It was tragic that men in the past 
should have ignored the hard reality that all 
the said Imams bore endearing qualities besides 
having mastered Knowledge from the fathomless 
springs of the Quran and Sunnah. Instead, the 
altruistic believers should have collaborated 
in achieving coherence. cohesion and 
consolidation in the Ummah and thereby proved 
their loyalty to the universal Message of 
Muhammad. 'alaihissalam. for the reason that it 
ensured salvation not only to Muslims but also 
to the rest of Humanity 

The four eminent Imams and their true pupils 
never wanted to create conflict or strife among 
the votaries of Islam They issued verdicts. 
opinions and decrees (fatwas) within their 
comprehension on furu' (branches) and not on 
{ us-uJ (roots or fundamentals) of the Shari ah. 
or. in concrete terms, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Quran and Sunnah. Regrettably, 
some unimaginative followers' in each juristic 
School seem to have brutally insisted on the 
stand of the respective Imams on furu' and this 
at the expense of usul. Such an unwarranted 
approach to ordinary issues definitely harmed 
the essentials of the system and society of 
Islam. 

The situation in which the Muslim Ummah (in 
the Quranic sense) has been made to land today 
by various factors necessitates that all ltS 
sections must avoid differences in furu a* 
rejoin under the specious and spacious umbrella 
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This booklet, expected to be in firm those w /, 0 

attempt at research in a field so far untraversedI y ^ 

want to promote an understanding of the practic P 
genuine Islam. But why was it written or compiled by this well- 
wisher of the Muslim Ummah and of all peace-loving sections 
of Humankind? There is a sad story behind it that caused this 
humble endeavour to assume the present form. Reportedly, early 
last year, someone ‘enjoying a status in his typical set-up ' told 

ofZTT th3t a " the troub,es ofthe wor/d were because 

«-• «*tst 

who created the l ssue ofthe ftLj-* *** ' gCnt!eman 
Problems for the Muslim , alest mian Arabs and such nth 0 
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o/ihe froP^ S J nl man oblW'™ 
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^postola.c «** i„ *■*“" [, Makkah 

daily P rayer d Lformance °f" J rma l duly 
o"« teni need- dud le , n o one 

anii su/i 

this was lo be h m J call it Wahhabi or S«/i 

other Islam, one my ca ^ mhammads 

Islam, has had P S peaking in clear terms. 

universal system f J jf an y one reads 

the former is a mist ■ • r„rn , 0 

coercion in matters of Fcnth ™ ^ 

^So^ZZndsou, dear from Error 
mRe %56). And the latter is ret,rogade and 
"faise in case it misdirects a Muslaman who is 
already on the Path identified for him by tl 
Final Messenger of Allah, on him be peace. 

When published, the above-mentioned research essay wj 
widely appreciated. Nevertheless, several months after i 
appearance, 1 thought that it is imperative and vital to mv missic 
that 1 should further clarify historic 1 
other context, in order to i 
free from mutual hatred 
to unite in ' 


? _ _ us 

aypv<ucuivv, * u.ougntthat it is imperative and vital to my mission 
that 1 should further clarify historical events and facts, in some 
other context, in order to build an affectionate society of Muslims 
free from mutual hatred and disposed to peace enabling ther 
unite in accordance with the Commands of the Quran 
the Sunnah. Once this noble aim were achi*“" J ’ 


.—us ot the Quran and 

me ouuiian. wntc mis noole aim were achieved it would possibly 
improve and remedy the erroneous views of our non-Musi in 
friends which they have been holding about the Faith 
followers of Muhammad, on him be peace. 
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liscussion, deliberation and consultation among men of clean 
nind and comprehension. Once the issue becomes clear and a 
decision is arrived at unanimously or even by majority vote, the 
whole affair turns to be a blessing. 

t , p Be ^ being recaUed by Subhanahu. Muhammad 
he Prophet ofMercy, on him be peace left two Ipo-.,.- ’ 

Book of Allah, and, his Sunnah ^nci •* l Secies, the 
of Islam would never deviate from the" 8 !!' 81 ^ tme ac " 1erer 'tS 
no disputes, no real issues 2 t *?' tC ° UrSe 'Necessarily 
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1»®V* 5 I agreement between *e it . calsUCCes sor 

noreasonforat'^ f Abu Bakrtobetn V nominat ed 

re^'f' i of Allah, on him be « . a ,. Ha jj in 9 

because the Ap se rvices and as t ^hen j 

iminin he was asked 

by one of his close supporters why^ am , not during the 

aid under Caliph Uthman bm M ' (rdh) . Caliph AU (rdh) 
Caliphate of Abu Bakr and Umar^ * uke ^ ^ we have 

was Umar bin al-Khattab (rdh). 

As for the differences between Amiral-Mumimn All (rdh) 
and Amir Mu’awiyah (rdh), they were ultimately reso ved but 
at a cost. The attitude of Banu Fatimah (or Banu All) towards 
the successor of Caliph Mu’awiyah was stiffened because of 
the growing tendency of the latter towards autocracy and the 
arrogance and inhumanity of his armymen. The undependable 
nature of the Kufans also prolonged the dissensions among 
Muslims. Regarding the revolt staged by Iraqi and Egyptian 
factions against Caliph Uthman (rdh), it was unbridled as well 
as grounded on misunderstanding. The martyrdom of Amir al- 
Muminin Uthman Zu al-Nurain (rdh) and that of Imam Husain 
bin Ali (rdh) were unfortunate occurrences and the killers in 
both cases were according to consensus, in the wrong. Both 
the crimes were punishable under Islamic Shari’ah and the 

Divine Law of Retribution. 
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of the eminent jurists and traditiomsts were either killed or 
subjected to corporal punishment. 

What happened at the hands of individuals and factions 
since after the assassination of Caliph Uthman (rdh), was a 
deplorable chapter in Muslim history. But it could not intimidate 

ideo,ogy - Theirs was an 
Suhabah (Companions), y ° Un S ei 

Jtutsts and the MuhaddithinL Td’v Tabi '™> the 

me 7"f (the Fr,ends of AllSt F k 1StS) follovv ed bv 

"ten fortified the ide n u • , hy Each of the M . 
favour each woJked v 8 ' Ca L StrUCtUre °f Islam t ® 8 ° ry 0 
and succeeded in d Ver y ^ ar d and m an d tha 
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Companions. The highest source of inspiration and strength — 

the Holy Quran and the Sunnah, remained unaffected the first 
had been already safeguarded (from human interpolation) by 
Caliph Abu Bakr’s timely Jam 'ul Quran, and the latter by the 
sustained efforts of the Muhaddithin, Allah bless them all. It 
was, however, admirable on the part of the jurists who made 
best of both the sources, thereby developing and codifying the 
Islamic Law. The spiritualists (the Awliya ), who remained at a 
distance from mundane politics, kept the torch of a ‘collective 
hope’ too high to be extinguished by the political libertines and 
renegades as also by the foreign marauders. 

I am tolerably aware of the intervals of decline in Muslim 
Histoiy after each period or era of supremacy and the refresh ing 
role that the respective leaderships played in the hour of need 

«<■»«».i« 

(ra) came to found his School of ’ ' mam Abu Hanifah 

*orh on the supreme ici ofThT' r 0 : Stre " UOUS 

fs'amic Law was ready for many other?;! JL?™ fie,d of 
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Islamic Law was ready for Shan ah > the vast field oi 

Happily, he right-thinking contZnT'™ l" ^ ^ and /ra <7- 

and lhe fut “re Jurists Respected h /°“ ch as ,marn Malik) 
precursor in Jurisprudence ThJjJ * (Abu Han 'f a b) as a 
of some of them withthe^m ^ ? W3S lns P' te of the disagreement 
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°" 10 tie right track h SerWn S lsla m, directin " bkssin g a 
Quran and the Hadith y® S0,v " 1 S tie issues in th VOtaries 
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I a whole. H °"Z r ’seudo-doctors, the m Actua//y , the 

enfeebled by tld \J tec j experts was dtsr P essenc e and 

together in the manner of Imam al-Shat, i,im ^ 

and Imam Muhammad (ra) and sort out d 
discussion. They did not follow the great Imams who would, in 
a spirit of realism, concede when conditions warranted. In short , 
some of the later comers, and the ignorant abandoned the rich 
legacies of the real makers of the Juristic Schools. Moreover , it 
was tragic that they refused to be inspired by the remarkable 
similarities between the founders. 
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tolerant and s P , " tua ."' 3 f ^alism, on him be peace. But no 
practised by ■ JjJ followers act detrimentally to the 

t^lX^**** with the instances of 

which the Holy Quran and the Sunnah are rep e e. 

Secondly, all Muslims must respond to the Divine Cal I to 
transform themselves into Ummatan Wasata , and, imbibe all 
those qualities and values which it requires of them to cultivate 
and which were stressed by the Most Eminent Bearer of the 
Book of Allah. In other words, promoting believers’ makarim 
al-akhlaq, as envisaged in the system of Islam, is highly desirable 
today in view of the fact that the Muslim communities have 
become a plaything with the self-conceited detractors who are 
busy digging the foundations of the Muslim Ummah. It was 
Jamal al-Din al-Afghani (ra) who emphatically told his co¬ 
religionists about six scores of years ago: “It is the unavoidable 
Law ofNature (Creation) that the people who bear high morals 
“" fe > t0 °. and those wl ’° are devoid of them, cease to 
, ' ° n,y Wlsemen can “Plain the difference between the 
real existence and mere life of survival. Good and evil is to be 

of life and that was the main r u • ,s ^ as,c to Mamie pattern 
Decades back. Dr. Muhammad hS°Z f 5 '™ '° Hum ™kind. 
Mule writing his essay on Islamic I “ **’ A,,ah b,ess bis soul, 
expounding the Qnranic obs “ved: “,n 
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am^hOTefdhc^line^aml an austere attitude, with ^e quality 
of honesty embellishing it, so that they find just and efficacious 
solutions to their outstanding Issues and Problems, and, at the 
same time, protect the resources that Allah Subhanahu hath 
given them against exploitation and alien aggrandisement. 

in the end, the need to print and publish this virtual treatise 

bmmahstands confounded on the crosT 3 t '" 1 !, When Mus, 'm 
f °r calling them ‘Emeralds’ r . roads - The justification 

?-“■ «htev™e nt ' aC ' ' h " 

Cl"" 1 of!l «"ding B"j D b r °“' “» writing w as !' ° ver - 

s n ^^S r ^ ser,aii « 

ires 

T . P ma ben tin , c,a, mto r tUe nts 

T birdi„ . . Int eresf„ 0 re Prec.» 


lrd,y > Why th . 


1,5 ^ 






lque hie,. 






£ " ot 

s*:;rr„r r-' •»'* is*^ 

iSiHSSfSS 

Sj£t?SgS' 

/s/a m/c organ ° festablis hine r ’ tlle y We S /n Cp ,0tlal and 
Islamic n ' Sat,0ns such /’ [ e ° rgani sine anr i Undert akcn 

"’ e ^W, e ,s,a mic c gue ’ 

' "° ,w «»»cs 

he Product 7 ° m Posed f P / ° n fru 

■^5^5^-251^ *S£J? I 

mm^sss 

*ith L t ncl >er U/„ nl 'ghte„J W ' th o u , J e to the ‘ s f°' n 8 

* es "rnI st *°ia n «? p0 “cy '«* f °ar 0 /' n of 

SSsSSCl * S”‘ ^ 

'"'-SsS^ 

'*ss»S c,i * 

f " rf e J^/w, 

* A, cA «, 


Intr oduction. _ 

most probably, born of misleading notions of a mundane po ity 
that is presently terribly harming the cause of world peace. 


I thank all those friends and gentlemen who have helped 
mein word and deed to dress this humble effort towards Islamic 

Revival and Reform in the garment of reality, and, thus allowed 
it to see the light of the day. 


Dated: 23-3-2006 
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Tat is allegorical, seeking discord, and 
Torching for its hidden meanings, but no one 
knows its hidden meanings except God And 
those who are firmly grounded in knowledge 
say: ‘We believe in the Book; the whole of it is 
from our Lord: ’ and none will grasp the Message 
except men of understanding. ” (Al-Quran, III. 7) 

As per Divine Revelation, the Message borne by 
Muhammad, the Last of the Prophets of Islam, on him be peace, 
was meant for the totality of Mankind and not for a part of it, 
nor was it to be confined to a particular people or region, as had 
been the case with various apostles including those deputed to 
the tribes of Israel. The prophets of old had foretold the arrival 
of‘the Counsellor’, ‘the Comforter’, ‘the Saviour’ and ‘the 
Praised one' (Pariclytos), who was to inaugurate the Kingdom 
of God on Earth along with a system (Nizam) to liberate the 
oppressed, the ignored and the misguided. And by all reasonable 

on Zhe “ W3S m te n ° ne ° ther than Muha mmad of Arabia, 

tha I ZZn L ° rd ° fthe Creation had willed 
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fundamental onene and bye -ways along 

but of entire Mankind. 

Besides, a Hadith is recorded in Mishkat , wherein the 
Apostle of Allah, on him be peace, speaks of the unity of al . 
“The whole of Mankind is the family of Allah and he amongst 
His family is dearest to Him, who does good to others.” In further 
amplification of the Message of Islam, it is worthwhile to quote 

Dr Ralph Austin of the University of Edinburgh, who has verv 

% analysed its special features and the same may benefit the 
qmsitive minds. Writes he among other things: 

^by'an^bsolute'lnjth a" ° f trUth and 
J" d Absolute Truth of which alU^'"' 16 Realit y; 

Entities are but dim and n " 3 human truths anH 
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:^a“:l'S:C»ome i „'s,i I «.io» of anarchy 
and the tendency of some Caliphs and Sultans towards an 
autocratic rule, no one had the audacity of changing or violating 
the fundamentals of the Quran and the essentials of the Sunnah. 
One would ask how was it possible then to disarm all those 
influential elements that could have coerced men of consequence 

and the common people to accept their ‘philosophical nations’ 

borrowed from the alien culture Th» „ uns> 

?J* e branches (^ ®°“ s c «liphs. H ad .. f lts be arer, and 

overs,es 
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^ent and belief. The Quran says, 

SayHe, God is One’, and. ‘The bel.evers are only 

Brothers.’.” . „ . c c 

“ Islam strives for a whole Humanity, free of 
the tyranny of factional and sectional imperatives 
which it attributes to a state of ignorance. Islamic 
man constitutes one Community, one people of God, 
subject only to the One God, concerned only to 
execute His revealed Commands.” 

“Islam as a message is the Message of Finality. It 
teaches that ‘it is the Last Religion’ ordained by 
God for Mankind, that its Word is God’s Last Word, 
and that its Prophet Muhammad, on him be peace, 
is the Final Messenger whom God will send to man 
and the world. This Message of Finality, however, 
is also a message of unique opportunity in that 
Islam, as final sums up in its message all that was 
gone before it and includes in its finality all the 
blessing of primordial and first things ” 
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is what I wrote from the sayings and doings of the 
Prophet, and also read to him from time to time so 
that if there was any mistake he removed it himself: ’ 
Many more Companions prepared their memoirs 
after the death of the Prophet (on him be peace), 
were all supposed to have been haod 


advert, were closely followed bv act | Wh H m S ' ,a " lnstant 'y 

gathered Ahadith from persons Lead" d ' tl0nists ’ that « who 
and the Fertile Crescent (Iraq [ J"L' "T* ’^le of Arabia. 
Egypt. Those who collected 1 *J d . Syr,a) and Possibly even 
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rtetega/ thought that was ascribed to each of the four founding 
fathers of Islamic Jurisprudence. These pupils and their later 
successors, some of whom attained to personal fame, such as 
Imam Abu Yousuf and Imam Muhammad under Abu Hanifah, 
and Imam Ibn Taimiyyah (ra) centuries after Imam Ahmad and 
others following Imam Malik and Imam al-Shafl’i, stabilized their 
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Originally, said toUofSindh (Pakistan}, Zuta (a corruption 

of lat), the grandfather of N’uman bin Thabit came to K.ufan 
from Kabul during the Caliphate of Uthman bin Affan (rdh). 

He started business in the city and eventually developed contacts 
will Amir a\-Muminin Ali bin Abi Talib (rdh) to whom he would 
occasionally present gifts. Mu’man, who later became famous 
« Abu Hanifab, rose to be a brilliant student, with eleeant 

SS r, h,bi, \ n “"'“ « f 1 an of 

>M« k he had “ cl ' e 0»e.ed 
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and, he himself would admit later that he was a pastmaster ' 
raising debatable points. Before undertaking his role as jurist 
he was well-versed in philosophy and theological divergence ’ 
of various sects. However, as the time passed, he got tired 
controversies and turned over to very serious and vital stud° 
of the Holy Quran and the Hadith, and finally, to Shari’ah La 
On the positive outcome of Abu Hanifah's first period of r? 
Sayyid Maududi has observed: P ° f ,,fe 

“The beautiful use that he later made of reason and 
training which he had received earlier'f'* 6 
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other present. 

The right to freedom of speech exercised by the ;younger 
scholars of the esteemed School enabled them to differ from 
their teacher, who with pleasure enjoyed consulting them while 
framing the legal system. Abu Hanifah’s “passion to do all that 
he could for the sake of his religion, and his love of God, the 
Prophet, and the believers, did not allow him to undertake this 
work by himself to the disregard of his pupil colleagues.” 

Imam Abu Hanifah was not only generous to his students, 
who though inspired by his presence and eloquence, freely set 
forth their opinions on various issues and judicial points. Pupils 
got closer to him in proportion to their aptitude, their profundity 
of thought, their fecundity of minds, assiduity and dedication to 
learning. Among them Abu Yousuf, despite lack of substance, 
was very dear to the Imam. Recognised as the most outstanding 
scholar among his colleagues, Sayyid Maududi, citing various 
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Malik, for some reason would not come round when approached. 
Very soon, a man of strength, character and capability belonging 
to the School of Imam Abu Hanifah, resolved the problem of 
the Judiciary. It is observed: 

With his great ability and personal influence he 
delivered the Caliphate from a continual state of 
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~ ; n ose of disagreement between the last-mentioned group, 

: ,h 0se whose opinion or action was within the spirit of the 
Quran and the Sunnah. According to Al-Khatib Baghdadi, he 
would also consider the opinion of the Tabi 'in m certain matters. 
Ibn Hazm holds the view that the Imam would even give up 
deciding an issue or replying a query by analogy if and when he 
obtained a weak’ Hadith (that did not satisfy a technical rule). 
It was only when things would become impossible that Imam 
Abu Hanifah would at the end exercise his privilege of Ijtihad. 
Caliph Mansur once complained to the Imam that he was going 
by his discretion against the tradition of the Prophet, on him be 
peace. The Imam answered: 

“0 Commander of the Faithful! what you have 
heard is incorrect. I go first by the Book of Allah, 
then by the Sunnah of His Prophet, then the 
decisions of Caliph Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and 
Ah, and then the decisions of other Companions; 
but, when I find disagreement among them, I resort 
to discretion.” 

Call r n e ' eVa " Ce t0 this answer of 'mam Abu Hanifah to the 
HanbdullalLs scholarly esaf haV . e , recourse t0 Dr. Muhammad 
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prestige o t those who framed it. It had a I — 
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undertook to poison Abu Hanifah, who, when he felt the effect 
of the venom, prostrated (in the posture of Sajdah), and expired 
in that condition and left this transitory and treacherous world. 


It is said that the whole of Baghdad came out on hearing 
about the sad and sudden demise of the great Imam and reached 
the place where he lay in state. Hasan ibn ' Ammarah, the Qadhi 
of the city, washed the blessed body and repeated these words 
while in process : “By Allah, you were the greatest jurist, adorer 
(of the Lord), pious, and that all excellences were combined in 
you; your successors have not reached the status you held in 
life.” Abu Hanifah had willed that he should be buried in 
Khaizran Cemetery, thinking that its land was not a 
misappropriated area. For twenty days, large numbers of people 
came to the Cemetery and offered funeral prayers. The tomb 
of Imam Abu Hanifah, throughout the centuries, continued to 
be frequented by thousands of devotees. Sultan Alam Arsalan 
Saljuqi visited it in 459 H and built a dome on it and attached a 
Madrasah to it which became famous eventually not only 
because of the scholars it produced but also for architectural 
beauty of the building. It was constructed under the supervision 
of Abu Saeed Sharf al-Mulk, and on the occasion of its founding 
it was attended by eminent Ulama and public men, and a poet 
of consequence, Ab J’afar Masud, was present on the auspicious 
moment: He recited: 


“Don’t you see, how knowledge was humiliated, 
and the man who gave it a form, is buried in this 
grave. Likewise, this area of land was lifeless, and 
the endeavours of Abu Saeed infused life into it 
(by building the School).” 


The Madrasah, known as Mashhad Abu Hanifah, came 
to have an inn for travellers and visitors to stay therein. Rulers 
and Sultans, from time to time paid their homage at the Imam’s 

P™ b ' *" d even Sultan Nasir al-Din Qachar of Iran offered 
Fanhah here and made offerings (for the School and the poor). 
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Humanity. Allah alone knows the punishments that He 


Wight 


impose on Al-Mansur and his ilk for afflictions to which h 
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Allah well-pleased with them (the servants) and they ^ 
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i Malik bin Anas, ra., ( 93-179 H) 

“Once Harun al-Rashid came to attend the 
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rested the blessed body of the Prophet of Mercy, on him be 

peace. 

Likewise, imam Malik, while in the majlis (classes or 
gatherings) of the Holy Quran and Hadith, teaching, answering 
queries and issuing decrees on juridical matters, wou Id observe 
all the rules of an unblemished conduct and attitude. Before 
joining the classes of the learners, he would have a wash or 
perform ablutions, dress himself well, apply scent to self and 
garment and comb his blessed beard. When asked why did he 
exert so much before going to teach, he would reply, “I honour 
the Hadith of the Messenger of Allah, on him be peace.” An 
instance of his personal culture may be noted. Once Ibn Hazm 
(the Imam’s own student) was holding a majlis of Hadith and 
the Imam passed by but left because there was no scope to sit 
When asked why he did not continue, he replied “listenim, to 
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to juristic subjects and regarded the first systematic volume on 
the Hadith aspect of the Sunnah. The original idea of nrenarioa 
it was attributed to Caliph Mansur (d. 158 H) whn « r , g 
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compulsory in that manner. Broadmmded as the mam was, he 
old the Caliph that in the pious past (the age of Salf-al-Sahhm), 
Hadith knowledge had spread in all regionsi and the believers 
were acting upon it. Caliph Harun al-Rashrd also desired that 
Muwatta Malik be pleased on the walls of the K. abah al- 
Mushrifah and the people be induced to follow it. The Imam 
told him that there had been disagreement among the Compan ions 
in branches ifuru'). The practices approved by each were in 
vogue everywhere. In other words, he wanted to say that each 
Muslim followed in the footsteps of a particular Companion (who 
had a Hadith with him) and found salvation. It was a sound 
advice that the Imam conveyed to the Caliph, thereby removing 
his confusion about a legal code to be adopted. The Imam meant 
that his Muwatta could not be imposed as a final collection of 
Ahadilh because not only there existed much of these but also 
he might have, it is probable, imagined that in future other 
".I- mi S h > accomplish a greater task in respect of 
Hadith collection And as the people witnessed eventually very 
hard working and dedicated Muhaddithin emerged uncter the 
firmament who left very rich legacies in the domain ofthe^mnah 6 

any kind of dissensionTwithlnthe^ TT ‘° haVe abhorr ed 

his wider vision and foresight He mu^h" 1 Ummah by V ' rtue of 

the Attributes of God c® 0 ° glcal view s of the Mu’tezilah ah^ 

belief• kn ° Wn; "ow nd G w 0 h d v r ttlingHi "tself 
innovation - Si^'fory; «*. question Unk «ow„; 

•PPreveof'.an 
°f the Islamic State andrt,° U r affect a dversel v a* * dld not 
general attitude revealed th* C T ommu «t'<ty of the p®. s ° l >darity 
functioningofan effio ,hathew ould not I v Fa,thf “l. His 
‘i- ^as,de s ;, ' a a C v ';- 'ega, systemeventho 


chance 


e le 8al 


/\ U 

h0 " ) | ofO’ 6 

«o* s b ‘ sum e o f 

anl Malik’ 3 concept ida tions by le dge is 

!ftheQ« ran and He used to say- K . w hich 
lC hihgs° ttn y high. He uf radian t ligm 

d^rSngtoo many ° f gone’s heart” Malik 

3?n would r m C - n Tarterm°s: “Knowledge was 
fflinent Imam re P Ued t0 ^ ld lf you honour it, it will be held 
poured out from your household. 11 y ^ cted> Yo u 

llow to knowledge ^sought about, it does not itself go to the 
seekers.” The Caliph had to agree to what the Imam stated. 

Imam Malik Flogged. 

Al-Mansur succeeded his brother Al-Saffah actually in 
138 H, two years after the revolt of Abu Muslim Khurasan! 

5s^^”JZ«^^ o :K , , heCalipha, 

Curiously, the construction of the citv was P e °ple. 

supervision of Imam Abu Hanifah Th »/ Carne d Under the 

a "d at Madinah the Radiant 1 ^ Man *Ur came f„ u . 

tee includedSufyanTh2i 1 mC ° f the Ulama met\° 
ba). Before the rise of the ^ amM alikand$ u u h ' m an d 

Mans7i ^ Kha was 

- m * a,,’” 
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" m ove< '"''•One*! , ° 
r „,h'lo vi f!"’- hlS "' 0,in - 


w 0 Mm KbduWahl 

^tavebeen confounded by the juristic differences 
among Muslims, as 1 see them. There is nothing 
worthwhile in Iraq in this respect (that is there is 
no unanimity). In Syria, there is no great knowledge 
(tobvingbelievers together). If there exists anything 
(by way of juristic legacy) it is in the Hijaz. And, in 
the Hijaz fMakkah and Madinah), you are the 
leading light. 1 wish to keep the Muwalta in the 
Haram(K abah). The people should have recourse 
to it and copies of the volume be prepared and sent 
to various regions of the Caliphate so that falawa 


l tip« ls,ve d m went into the er0g atory ^ ha d 

-* fi s- *■ «sr*; •*>«-■ 

ZbgZZ******* .. 


are issued according to it.” 


'lo this n 


v h'tinganswer ash^t^’ ^dullah (Imam Malik) gave 

approve of c t aetee^l l^i men ^ one d elsewhere. He did not 
^t l hatMansuThe\d\J e ^iph’s proposal. There is no 

St *«•*» Zi Sufyan Thauri and a few 

| h ° nour thei " was their desert 

^p«t\uTTr v ^ CTl motive as we " in treating 

inf h T n t0 lmam Malik was 

nsii T 0 l UrofMuh ammadNafs 
S WWe4 MTSS righ > claimant to the 
s “ m Ption W4Sll ' Coerii !'' a "'tamed that Mansur 


& andafterth , HaU 058 H) after 

Caliph Mansur came or ha d a | re ady 

men and Clama. 


The 


; W'V,he 


' coerti 


met ^ ods and hence 


^kohad. 


Sa 'd fatwj 


,a &w e 


S ' Ve divor, 


naQ an Dr .- ~&AV< 


nd ulama: 

« 0 Abu Abdullah', you will be the shelter of the 
residents of Al-Haramain (Makkah and Madinah) 
till the end of your life. The afflictions they should 
undergo, will not be imposed on them because of 
you. 1 know, the people of the two Holy Cities (not 
all of them necessarily) are given to sedition. And 
then, they have no strength to fight with constancy. 
As for J’ afar (the enemy of Allah), 1 have (besides 

lom Pfivp.rnnrclaml_ j . . 


then, they have no strength to fight with constancy. 
As for i 'afar (the enemy of Allah), 1 have (besides 
dismissing him from governorship), ordered that 1 
Should be brought to Baghdad on a donkev 
humiliating condition.” nKe y ln a 
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which \ regret. It was your duty to obey me, refrain from talking 

evil of me, and were lata fault, you could have advised me (to 
check it).” Imam Malik in reply recited verse 6 of Surah Al- 
Hujurat which reads: 

“0 you who believe: if any iniquitous person comes 
to you with a (slanderous) tale, use your 
discernment, lest you hurt people unwittingly and 
afterwards be filled with remorse of what you have 
done.” 

, T ^ e Ca ^ l ^ en as ^ed how they (the Ulama) took him to 
e. The \mam replied that he should be excused from answering 

his face sn ^ am exceede(i ' n praising the Caliph at 

S ZSV S0Un4ed «*“■*• But Ibn Zeb returned a 
wotsrcreature. The weahhof M^?. Sa ' d blunt, y' “ You are the 
““ 10 maintain jour spierra,^ T V ° U misa PP r0 P riate and 
'*°' , te and have perplexed ,k ' a " d dlgnit >'- You murder poor 
' > °mted to him the sword, *5* ',' Ch families ’' At this Mansur 

^was. .bn Abi Z’eb 
a^!h “ fte4wtho{ tomo™w»su aUhen?Toda y’ s death is 

sittinJc ; f b ’ Zeb kft and the lm, Sh0rt ' y after ’ lbn Abi Sam’an 
^tT, cauph -^r s wt onti r ed for some time, 

w «ereceivedbVh mam “ S ' NMe d thatTh"'^ Smelt hanU ‘ 

ap hope of fife u * an Unear th\v « m e ^ a "Phal summons 
v dU " ah ' is ’ PoalT:r he bad given 

Thew Shthe P'"ar of Islam 

^htuh eadv e lma wv 

bln R\ &s 


assist :; s ned i0 ~“ 

#* e " fl J.AndaH' sb hose who had d , th an 

*% Witney^ t U , a ma rep hed > 

former ^ ^ ^pf. He *P of 

It#’ t ^0 one and ’ P uptl> ^ ^ \a that in P^ aC » 

»"T:«p » *P'P- 

t" esl , weep, who will we v . ld have rece 

“l f 140 n , !L by analogy- 15 " d aW ay. 

•‘ , ^'rS«w* nhep 


\va » ■— 

. e ofhis death.He was 

w ^>i..he«o„e“d^ 8 p[ophe , s Mosque and 

Madinah the Radiant, ^ state d that someone (in 

Mausoleum. ‘Umar bin rec ited on the sad occasion, 

adream)heard these verses g ■ when t h e leader 

■'-r'fr^rl.-itars the imam of 
was laid to rest in the gra • , • nnt :i 

Righteousness and Knowledge. Peace of Allah be on him until 

the Day of Resurrection.” 

The death of Imam Malik was mourned throughout the 
realms of Islam. When Sufyan bin Uyaynah was informed in 
1 Wah about it, he remarked: “Malik has not left on Par tK> 
surface a parallel of his own.” Abu J’afar Oari R an uj j . S 
500 H) composed an elegy 322 years after Malik' (d ' 

'J'luch he spoke highly of Mmatta and hie u * S eXpir >' in 

teacher of Imam al-Shaf\’i. Two verses of Ibe'ele" 8 ^ the 

That Imam, who, by hie u 

Prophet’s Shari-ah hoe ^ UM> otta U nh u 

- * rt — 

“Were he to have nn barter. 

Shaft’ \\ it w oul . ”° Pupil othe r ,u 
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Imam Malik, an Estimate 

inters hold a unanimous view that Imam Malik bin Anas 
ita) possessed rare qualities required in a true traditionist, scholar 
and jurist. Yet he kept a low-profile of himself. He was a regular 
and frequent adorer of Allah Subhanahu , and one who always 
used to have the Holy Quran by his side for study, remembrance 
and contemplation. On the night preceding every Friday he would 
meditate, and on the frrst of every month he would pass a vigil. 
Almost all his actions and movements demonstrated utmost 
respect tor the Apostle of Allah, on him be peace, and, when he 
uttered his blessed name, his face would change its hue. He 
\von\d not ride on an animal within the holy area because he 
\s \ edthe very idea that his conveyance should trample the 
“ OIV ^h\ch the Prophet used to move and walk. His 
teachingTnd ™ ^ and his preoccupation with the 

** ,„d serving Isl.mie U« 
wrth the blessings of seeing him in dreams. 

Imam Ma\ik\ 

^sv e ^ dee pb ment to Madinah al-Munawwarah 

^ a u\,andconso\idationofL hlS r 0ry With re & ard t0 the rise of 

neac^V^ Mausoleum of u? T PoNver > the existence of the 
audI\ 0T Verv °t the ci\v * r ° phet of Mercy, on him be 
uUbeHTst PaSUefTe ^ ed his r m ^ each moment of sacred 
^ m \%0din a ° n ^ Peac^n 0 ^ and '»fe * n t * ie vicinity 
requestedAl-Mahdi sent 
to and settle 
<% -»> 

P°^W>\exvn^ aVv ?0T tyu * dmars back but he 

lmam Ma,ik 

** inthe sh °rt^ 

nonu an ^W,' 1 *'*** as S ? aration from 

Was r ard '°ne him anVtv, a Pt °Pi\ a . reme mbered 
resid Cof {ot ‘he 
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ofHad\th«benbevjas ^ bites of the poisonous insect 
6 °TdS as he spoke to the audience his facial colour 
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despite his quality of self-abnegation. He took care that this 
privilege or trait of Islamic scholars, jurists and Muhaddithin 
should be guarded in every way. The idea was to enhance 
prestige and interests in scholarship and respect for the teachers. 

His mode of teaching in the class or majlis was symbolic of his 
particular resolve. Whoever came there sat in awe of the great 
teacher and no one could cross the limits of educational culture. 
'With regard to imparting knowledge his reply to Harun al-Rashid 
is known, and he with his sons had to present himself for listening 
to Mwvatta. 

The majlis of lessons conducted by Imam Malik, 
accordingly, presented a view of scholastic grandeur. Both the 

teacker and the taught would dress themselves impeccably and 

Heaviness. A standard decorum was 
so CS SlWe P^vailedwhile the study was on so much 
sound. It '7 tUrn 0Ver leaves without producing 
Parsonage. The atm^ they were in front of a royal 
frafgrance.tylvy itshmu ^ tbe room was filled with 
one in which Umar been so? The building was 

»"<".hea4 0utan(1 al-Khttab (rdh) had been residing 

ti *«•,; The seemed to have continued 

a . most atten tive majlis was 

“1 kno^. toa <t«er V) **?»•* without 

W “ W ^t his _ 


arists. 


slt > sa " d ur he < The n ^ a rdto 

r" „fhon° ur „ m Akb« n deserve 0 ' . ,Wtl ' ire6 

a Ruler A rdl ng'V' tbetr A 

^ivehtm al°"6 





Imam Muhammad bin Idris 
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- * m he received an amount of a hundred dinars to meet 
■< c«penkc> ft travel and initial stay at the Prophet’s City. 

l» i few days Muhammad hin Idris found himself at the 
j "f of Imam Malik’s residence With oreat . * 

explained to the esteemed Imam the purpose of h is L " Ct C 
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°f Islam 

Timing over their pages the learners took care not to 
disturb the tranquil atmosphere. Great respect was shown to 
the teacher. When al-Shafi’i was asked to read what he could 
hum Muwaila.he recited portions by rote (orally) having already 
saved the narrations in his memory. Pleased with the boy, the 
revered Imam advised him “to make piety your habit: time will 
come when M\ah wi\\ confer greatness on you.” At some stage 
of bis study Imam Malik informed al-Shafi’i: “Allah has 
bestowed on you the (radiant) light: it is obligatory on you to 
safeguard it and not waste it by committing a sin.” 


Kmong other teachers of al-Shafi’i were Sufyan bin 
V^nah,\brahima\-A.nsari,Muhammad bin Islamil Fiddik and 
? mc ^ e( l renowned men such as Imam 

bin Yehya> 

, w Hasan Abu Ah al-Baghdadi (Z’afram), 
others. of his ^ ' mam ^mad bin Hanbal and 

tmdh\or\\^.K\) 0ux ^^ sbecame distinguished as jurists and 
sa ^’ 'd he ar\d^ ^ mam a l-Shaffi would sometime 

^dhedefe^.^ debate on a point, the latter 

tmam a\^haf\’' 

Malik to issue 

d 'V0tcucase. And" wh* t' Ste **er^!* m was tha ‘ the former 
^ he, tea „ » u particular but strange 

^Muristhe proceeded 
Allah, 

important K , SettVln 6 issues rvst^v,-. ^ ° ne - That was 

became thefo °, n Usul al-Fiol dej 1 , 8 the help of the 

7j aluak 

I ~ , ‘' Mfc ^toa5!£2 


Science 
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MusVimUmmah. toa wbebealen vva may 

tehis garment, he would Hanbal and lmam 

1 l help of scholastic theology would turn into an atheist 
‘ imulhid)." 

M-Shaft’Vs generosity at one time was a bye-word. When 
he returned from his\emani sojourn, people called on him out 
of curiosity. He had on his person ten thousand dinars ,„j u 
went on distributmg these to his visitors till h , S 3nd he 

vrtioie amount. Once Caliph Harun invheri a• exhausted the 

assembly in his own presence. The Imam a v t0 addre Ss an 

that the whole gathering of the i n m dellv ered an add 

others interested \ost control m ^, ma and Public m ddreSS 

Wv««,">«n as „ 
fc ^M.t so » 0 . A >f«tA«c a li„ h 
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ab °»'4o.«„; 
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dirhams he replied that it was the right of the recipiemTTT^ 

the amount as assistance and relief, and added he hi " aVe 
himself thus from accountability on the Day of Last Judgme^ 

The End of the Genius-Imam, 2004 H 

™»>«.»», 

returne dtoCaliphaVcaIl wh:rh d Hajj in l9 « H, 
>hen shifted to Egypt and rem9 - , he , Spent a few months and 
lif ' HislastdaysTre i !'" ed * here Upto the end of his 

^ shivered and trembledMdm h ' m T h ' S beSt piet y so that 

had achieved nothing in this TorM V fe3r ° f Allah as if ^ 
t br, e[ Me (54 years wa n ° a r d a " d serve d no cause during 
^4«a -tyofsetf. abn n0t a l °ng period). This was surely 

St: n ln ' amhad behindh^ h s e n f ^- kn ° W il f -eertain thal 
seen the WouUbe , SP ' ntUal S * rength ° f 

,nt hed^rh 0fL0Ve -°nhl!nb e t JeaOUS - Twice had he 

Pr °Phetap P iiedh ^ c ° m manded 6arly a § e - Once 

AI| ahbles! ye „ h ' Ssall vatohi s ii ps . come nearer and the 
(he Apostle offe^ tl * s ame ti d °" gue ’ sa ymg, “Go ye, 
^ to the peopi! ‘’J 0 * near the K’ah a ' Shan dreamed of 
^a ba e | t00 ' T heMessen l ' af "'''r e q ues 'ed ‘o'^ tben ®' v ' n S ( he 
saying !*•«») Cmt ° f A " ah - °» him ^ P ° St ' e ° f ' Allah ’ 

S '••IS* *“ »« JR S"?, 1 " 

^S^Sr^i-es 

H^«* blood 


1 i 

Ji'lMlliri'oniW “ ** wem0r 

fed suddenly and the people were surprised by the occurrence. 
The Imam remarked, “Allah effaces whom he wishes and 
stabilises whom He likes ” 

It was a ‘Asr time on Rajab 30,204 H., it being Thursday, 
that the condition of the Imam worsened and his disciple Imam 
Ibrahim Muzani, came and sat beside him, and heard thes-’ wordo 
expressed by the departing jurisconsult of Islam’ " ° rds 

“1 am leaving this world now dono-- „ 
brethren, and sipping the cup o/d '.l 8 fr ° m m y 
meeting my past actions soon- I ? H> 1 wil1 be 
Court of Allah, not knowi! \ m goi "8 to th P 

m «sage to the mos bed - ‘be a 60n hls W... 
a '-‘Abid by name 1 P '° US "> a n ° f d 4 h 

"< 2 ST ,is 

w,t h , ih e n 








Hereafter: 
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and all doors were cln ^ heart 
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^overlooked my smsardf 655 ' Thou hath 
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®enevolen C e were „ , ?hy Libe ^l„y ,f 
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nat was the case vvithlmam dreamed of him, and 

( «).HispopiI, Imam A hm ^ ha(j dea)t with him. 

SJitplied: “He exalted me, had me crowned, married 
*(toaHouri), and then He said, 0 al-Shafi’i, My favour has 
en on you because you were never arrogant nor were you 
en to haughtiness on receiving Divine Bounties.” In another 
im the departed Imam told his student, Rabi’ bin Sulaiman: 
W! Allah hath rewarded me with forgiveness, got me 
J 3 golden chair > and tbe angels showered pearls on me 
S Command.” Again, Imam Baihaqi records a dream of 
thman saying as if it was the Day of ResnrJL f 

ere was heard a call that four Ah., a . . „ U eCt,0n ’ a "d 
e Paradise. When an angel ms a^? U ! ahS ** escort ed 

■ they were Imam Malik Imam e c w)l0 tb ey were he 

a ; ^ n» Hanbal, aS ; Ufy k an Thauri, I mani aI 
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Muhammad bin Idris al-Shafi’i, and the best of these was the 

cm written by the famous grammarian, Ibn Duraid. 

\mam tVStati'i's Distinctions 
The Youngest Multi 

Muhammad bin Idris at-Shafi’i (ra) learnt all that he could 
during bis three years stay with Imam Malik (ra) as his guide, 
mspirer and unique instructor, and benefited from his enriching 
fund of 10,000 narrations he had preserved in his memory. Al- 
Shafi'i was now sixteen years old. The Imam had permitted 
him to issue /atawa on his own and this by a curious occurrence 
when a dealer in doves came to the Imam seeking his verdict in 
a divorce case. 'When he explained the matter, the Imam told 
hun that the talaq (divorce) had taken place. By chance, the 
man met al-Shafi i outside the majlis and he gave the opinion 
e 'f a<i ms no[ va hd. The person again went to Imam 
calledun m< “ m ' oned l °him al-Shafi’i’s view of the matter. When 
him to tCm re ' CXplam the P° int > his intelligent pupil referred 
° f Fatimah Wnt Qais which she 
Imam told the matr P ° St ,' e ^" ab ’ on ' 1 ' m ' 5e P eace - The 
Smuilianeouslv Jtu ^ a ' vorce has not taken place. 
cases - being much satH^ a !'^ ba ^' to issue his verdicts on 
scholar.But al-Shafi ’\ d\d ^ ca P abil ‘ty of the young 

^ tom 0 "'w'te'puted t' atl k aS ^ uFt ' at °nce. He wanted 
a^: b '?Vavnah aH trn"- He JOlned majlis of 
a '^ahrah r o mWmonHa dith,iuri^ am j Malik ’ learni ng more 

l '‘ W ^a nav " C dH!' d a ™ Su ^ a '' «keda“ d si? a C f and commentar y 
'** s <mont 0tt . dllkabou 'lhePror,t, aF ' 110 ex plain Imam 

^^Sr^PaniedbvUm ’ °? him be P***. who 
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c rmir"tte 
lidentS; 


iketes 


Yeman andlhc in * ^ oaWr e of h ,s P Wa lis of the 
guided adm ,nis.eri»g 

hcm ,o be fa' addressed a sec 

Shafi’i whe being a Hashmi w 

Sadal, the Caliph’s rivals. 

Oalioh Harun al-Rashid was enraged by Mutrib’s letter 
and he sent a lightening command to one Hamed Barban that 
both Al-Shafi’ i and the Sadat should be arrested and directed to 
Baghdad. When the detenues reached there, the Caliph ordered 
that each day ten Sadat should be executed. On the day when it 
was the turn of al-Shafi’i with others, he kept his spirits high 
and delivered an eloquent address so that Harun trembled a H 
he was brought to tears. He cancelled the order of • ^ 
Yet, on another occasion, Imam al-Shafi’’ • , execu ^°n. 
literary discussion. The Caliph was reelin' 1 PartlC *P ate d in a 
when al-Shafi’ ibegan his arguments he took!/ * ^ time and 
manner and admired the speaker’* t 00k '"S Seat in a n™ 
rewarded him with 500 dinar! wh u ^ kn 0 JL P ° Pef 
^’yun handed over to him With ! n e ^ Unt HarthaJ 86 ' H ® 


- - Ulu 

Caliph Harun appreciated a | cl v 
inference while speaking 0n 

Master of Arts & «„• 

Al-Shafi’ * e ?r nct 


laI ah bin 


his 


s tudi 


ies 









m 
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Madinah, joined for some time the tribe of Azd (linked 

mother), and then visited the Yeman where lie made best f l* 
time in various subjects in the midst of the tribe of Huzail f e 
fonts perfectness in language, eloquence and oratory AI SbTv 

gottramedmarchery,philology, historiography genealna, ! 

the method of discernment. He mastered each of the sifh' ^ 
and men in the relevant field recognised his nerf, *• bjects 
Thus,attwenty al-Shafi’ihad nicked i perfec * ,on m each, 
his own satisfaction. Astonishingly he hLT 0 " 5 ' n hnguistics to 
verses from the poetry of Huzail ^ * S ° memorised 1 0,000 
Wemivememory yet 0 moresl .*' 0ne wonders at al-Shaf’i’s 
mwhichhesays “lcom i P lsln Sis his composing a couplet 

memory).” metog lve up ‘sinning’ (to improve 

«y, i™» 

Whavl^ ( , AI ' Shafi,i ’ s own 

contribution n “ wle<1 8edthesignif,c a Kashsha f) *nd (mam 

'- gU S , He nC 1 ! 0 H f V mam al ‘ Shafl 

amt history w . s l- ” stanc e of his com had ful1 S ras P over 

S '^£SSr addresa at m the d c ° Ver th£ language 

ad ept that he « d astr °nomv m ™ Court of Harun al- 

cr ?* r ”»•>. * U. 

mole Th { ° r 24 da ys anT 4 baby will be h ° f 3 person and 
its t y > * him, it Will 
&andaa vete„J b [ ea fter,alS: .W'll be a black 

of twoki n j and s oui I •, ^ e *ngj s Was a °^alen 

^enty ha stated* “ f . vi *ion, 

^ c ‘ e nce c e ' Voa ldnft Clence of\yi ^ that ir n 

Lhr >sti a . m, nd he ir 
S th e inh ‘ bb al 

nheri ‘ora' f 


^ - 

** .--i:; 

That Imam a >- sha Y et, he pf° ved [ ds 0 f a 

** vrfw s*«“ would facilitate 

",S«oi»s«»'»c” , ' , ‘ l ’ ”“ >e “ s ified the requisites of 

Ut-*”S f “' ed “ C *T„ t of his ,uar,rains. Said he: 
{lining true know e ge things and these 

sufficiency, good guidance of a (capable) teacher, and the time 
span (at the disposal of the teacher and taught). 

Imam’s Discerning Eye 

Imam al-Shafi’i was favoured by Allah with a powerful 
penetrating sight or the quality of discernment (farasat) and 
foresight. There is aHadith, -’’Beware of a discerning believer 
because he sees things through the Light of th* r . ’ 
%arently, this quality is the result of l >• th Lord - 

“nderstanding and inspiration and profound tT S Intelli gence, 

«ny instances which po i m to the fa c , tb t Ther e are 

seeming eye, backed by a fecund b * H lmam al-Shafi”> 

thm 8 whenever he guessed ra '"’ c °uld g ct ‘ 1 s 

Particular person was a mason ^ Whila he con L ^ 
confounded man to find out b ° r 3 tai| Or, b e . “ ,d ( eli that a 
^aihaqi recorded on th ^ ls sla v e with also h i 

>h«e came a of? 3 def ectiv e 1 ^ * 

'»the lama’ Mosque Z for a Person" 1 Mu^' 0131,1 

logoandaskhim^L m L am al-Shafi" n am °ng tk U2a °i that 
with the defect heth er he u 1 a sked R l h ° s e sle* ' 
informed Wm that*b^* S U* W? 1 ^ $„>>8 

prison and > slave J he "'An c ? 0ff >is lv" Ula "ha n 

,n the 
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riddle. Imam 


al-Shaffi said in answer: 


»\ understood that the man in search of his slave 
acted as if someone had run away from him. He 
went to that quarter of the Mosque where black 
slaves sleep and among them he was looking at the 
right side of each face. 1 thought some Negro with 
a defective eye must have absconded. It is within 
my knowledge that when a slave is hungry he 
commits theft. And if he has eaten to his fill, he 
commits adultery. Hence, 1 concluded that for either 
of the two crimes he must have been sent to jail.” 

Imam Muzani was reported to have said that the story 
'as exactly the same with the perplexed man’s black slave. 

Poverty to Prosperity 

POss«sedUXeattairof!he hammad , bin ldr ' S al ' Shafl ’' 

of purpose, and comni e P 10us and the faithful: sincerity 

ofaUUvingbei'nss TW T'"u‘ Mlah Almi 8 ht y. ‘he Sustainer 

Steffi! t UthSHfeWOuldhefeel =ontented 

0 *«. he nev “r, 0 his statement, for 

hlra hom humiliat^ S d ['"' The quality of contentment 

Comfort Us M o meMand ho P e * essness - 

T tatmad, the°t o erWaSa ^ w °man’’sask^/fo 80 " WaS a man ’ S 
Wed this ver . T ° f a tam >‘y an unh 8 or more and more. 
ovllT mhal - H ^r ■■ ^ one - T he Imam 

° W " 101 for. J h he f mSel ^ non IhouoU ra ‘ hergive lhem 


Sift, 


, Wa« ir3 ma de . „ r c \vh° n _„ r »i 




t# cl1 


**\e m aClc w u^s „rh 

PJvi din. rs ’ h ad** °’ ’ e . a fter ea 
M !ai< „l,rs.i» ns ' 0 \ e A“ ah n !ce W * a$ 

from tbe m . ve wa't' n S 0 . h a message han Ks f° r 

>k 

ti.****’* 


lmam‘ 

»« 10 ' h Jhi S «e" 


,opeof^; re cam e someone .^ help 

StSd and «P res fi h ' h S o n use smiling 


l«» ( 


I „f things and provision*- 

not) taut home there was 0 „ 0W ed 70 dinars but on his 

amount to the poor. With the 

.Qmaishi nW him from behind for assistance. 
The Imam placed the meagre amount before him asking to take 
from it what he needed. The man went away with the cash 
balance. He explained the whole matter to his wife and the 
family slept that particular night silently. Next morning J ’ afar 
bin Yehya al-Barmaki, the Premier of Harun al-Rashid* 
messenger to the Imam who went to see him not V ’• SCnt a 
reason for the call. 3’afar related to him the d n0XVln § foe 
Pilous night and inquired whether what J 6 ?" 1 he had the 
‘wrect. Imam al-Shaft’ i replied that he hari» ' had See n Was 
* same *0 other day. M this the W eXperie n«d ex Jr 
W to accept the gift of one ^ f ( J ’af ar) ren eXaCtl y 

«penses). This is mentioned by A1 U R and dinars (to qUest ed 

rt-Shafi i. yAl ' Razi inhis^° Q mee thi S 

The Imam’s Hospital ^ ^ 

tmama\-Shafi’i’ s 


t:’s generosity 

iggardly 
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visitors and guests with politeness. That gave an idea of a true 
adherent of the Faith and values propagated by Muhammad, 
'(ilailiissalam, Accordingly, the Imam behaved as a humble 
believer and did not make a show of his wealth and permitted 
no waste of the assets in worldly trifles so that the hearts of the 
poor were not annoyed. In this respect he always kept in mind 
the commands of the Holy Quran and the instructions of the 
Messenger of Mlah, on him be peace, of which the underlying 
objective was to build a balanced society in a pleasant 
atmosphere. One of the ways of contributing to such conducive 
environment was to maintain a graceful and hospitable attitude 
towards the people. The Imam gave his ideals and likings a 
concrete form. He had, for instance, appointed a maid-servant 
sweats and these were offered to friends, visitors 
would pup '* s - Those who called on him, he 
smile on CLTu!? themwith affection and with a 
entertaining intimates It \v°^ happy when feeding or 
in return for the eood d ' WS ^ ablt to exceed in doing favour 

to serve he would remTn^V u™ e ° nC ’ lf he enga S ed a P erson 
sa w a capable archer strd/* u ™ doub ty or trebly. Once he 
himself a capable markJ!^ nght target< The Imam bein g 

COuW hava given him morels,? h ' m three dinars thou g h he 
, " a u the money been on his person. 

" as,r al-Sunnah, 

Imam al f •> • 

^^^^^esunnahof 
'^ su Ppon tv m ansvv ered the sam? a lnc l uired from him 
h hMm ^tr k aSkedd ^ a l he e ,“ d a ’r -‘ted a Hadith 
"O bounds it himself. 


hwasv ^ ll S»on was the 

(verdict lma mal. Shaf .,, 

n ’ es ' h ewom 



<m ^\ 0 write do* was P r ° a ny 
"“t.C*” S Of < * ,ne S»"" ab 

.^tiuneo. psition- Ahmao* b,n 

ofi'i ’Tetter 

Si*"* inform 

^%ureye on ^. (fia ga»nstmy st ncel m y own 
en veryo^ee aS^ 1 ord ingly 8 " d . uC> the Imam 
tiS.Bordeb.tingo"^ ^ n0 
igment.”Whenc beara nce an 0 rity. His 

- 

:s”srScoV-*o, e »uo, h obc St of 

his knowledge. 

The Imam ori the Saif and Science 

An endearing quality and habit of Imam al-Shafi l was to 
accord full honour to seniors, teachers, geniuses and reputed 
scholars, and, above all, to the Companions of the Prophet of 
Mercy, on him be peace. Whenever the Suhabah (the 
Companions) were mentioned or remembered in a maili« u 
would say. “The Companions are above us (ton c„„ • J S ’ " e 
in every Science (‘/bn) and, interpretation <r P , en ° rto us ) 
(Taqwa) and wisdom ( Hikmah )” As re f Jtl " a d), piety 
mention was made on an occasion of 6mine nt men 

al-Shafi’i remarked with all r marr > Abu Hanifah i 

lmamAbuHanifah(ra)”A!! enCe(Fi 9ft)aret., ^ Pe °Ple 
about his engagement He^ 0n ^ he i q • ^ <*ildre n ! f 

The Imam rejoined: “Can '"'^“'athe u ^ fr °m a J/\° f 
Imam A.bu Uamfah')” r r \° U acb »eve tk W ° r king ar 

maZ) ' lmm <&.** he ^ yipg 

XV ° u, d ac >°fo Urt d ci ‘e 

0VV|e dg e 7h Cher 

8 the fact 








sasa&j***...-» 

about one’s solemn pledge^of PerS ° n Ca,,le to him*'^ 86 ( %i) 
and «ked what would lf e d f '" 810 tbe Holv^ SuiJ 

:■■■•««.. it ”‘ k " *■* 

-sn,.,, ' " , ° n, "'°" «r * h e 

<low "H.H.? edi "th e r n '8 | 'lwa S H- • 

55i ^ 


si^?f<h^Sd[ 

> an t0 ° h fA, ‘^ 

teners 

^ s him to 

l|>e w^ a8a tion rerof th ' evv Jfn a here and Cr,be d o ° CCaS] °n 

^fyef'i 0 f fice,/ r0r " 
eflcJ s!). | an d 


h hill < n t * ie 

wisdom and that of the halfofthe inhabited world were wetghe , 
thatofthe Imam would exceed in balance. Once Imam Ahmad 
hin Hanbal went with Fadhl, the father of Muhammad bm Barazi 
(thenarrator) for Hajj. Quite early he went out and it was thought 
that he had gone to join the majlis of Sufyan bin ‘Uyaynah, a 
student of Imam Zuhri. Surprisingly, it was found that he was in 
the majlis of al-Shafi’i whom Ibn Hanbal thought to be that best 

° f the H °' y Quran - He informed his companion 

that he was Muhammad bin Idris a Ouraishi Ann a- P 
Humaidi, the teacher of Imam Bukhari all the I "V* ^ 
eminence in Makkah al-Mukarramah Drai« ^ ear " ed men of 
wrmngeye and ingenuity | mam mam al - S ^fi’i’s 

Ss^-tw;°: ,d sa * “ n °»»« 

ai >d more of the n ? Upil ’ he w °uld ask h 6 ,nte,l 'gent 
y lm am Ahmad bin Ha l at,0n 

^ahammad'bin*^ ^ r,ar> ^ < an I ^^ an Se 3tec^ 

Uld ' nt l u ’ r e fro^^Shaf^. 60 H acj ° Ph « % 

T m to °k Z h *h t0 %l 0,d % { h anct 

the Ara hs in T* to ,l * ykkin.. 0 ( i>e r- " Htok ., h ? 


S/ Soh?' 


af °‘‘5 r H 
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would tow stones on birds in their nests and if they flew 
towards the right they would proceed, and if they flew to the 
left they would abandon the idea. Thus would the people of pre- 
lslan\ic age disturb the birds at an unearthly time. This evil 
custom, the Prophet of Mercy, on him be peace, did not approve 
of, and he commanded to stop it accordingly. At this, the three 
well-known Imams acknowledged al-Shafi’i’s comprehension 
and the grandeur of his status as a scholar. Imam al-Shafi’i 
applied deductive method in solving a juristic tangle. When he 
was asked what does the Quran say about one’s killing a wasp 
in Ahram,he at once recited: "ma atakum al-rasul fa khuzuhu 
wa ma nahakum 'unhu fanlahu”, —(‘what the Apostle 
commands you follow it (take it) and what he forbids abstain 
r®f ,’ t lmam refert «> to a Hadith, saying ‘After me, O 

and\eM'rf^ a ‘ li,t,,ain,(meanin 8 ) Abu Bakr and Umar ’” 

‘ V Thls 'Show the Imam satisfied the inquirers. 


• Hanba'» ra- ’ 

db,nH ,n4-24lH) 



f Islam: A" Objection- 

q uU i-.lurist.c Schola ^ in this 

Law, consisting f principles and 

idicti ond been accepted 

'1Z Zy^lM^ScManofTW. 

Neither there ever was, nor there is now, any 
conflict of opinion regarding this portion of our 
Laws. Whatever difference ever arose was 
always in connection with the details that were 
to be framed through interpretation, deduction 
and Ijtihad, —all, of course, within the limits 
prescribed by Islam." (Islamic Law and 
Constitution, pp. 42-43) u 

Imam Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Hank n 

'traced to the tribes of Nizzar and ‘ A dn S P edi gree can 

,<Ut * Prophet Ismail son of the P atr t T and through u " 

auhem. However, there is reported fC l ’'ktahim ^ etTl 

‘‘"■systematic genealogy of his ano d t0 be s »me dif f PeaCe 

k,n,k >4' 
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and a half decades. He travelled far and wide for study 
collection of Ahadith and received titles (asnad) from e 
teacher such as Imam al-Shafi’i, Yehya bin Saeed al-Qat 
Sufyanbin ‘Uyaynah, Waki’ bin Yehya and others as well. Thos 
who related Hadith on his authority included Imam Bukhar 
Muslim bin Hujjaj, Abu Zir’ah and Abu Dawud. As the tin 
passed his School of Jurisprudence produced some of the erudi 
men in various fields who served both religion and Musli 
society of the day. His two sons, Abdullah and Saleh, not on 
learned Hadith from him but also were his spiritual successoi 

Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal (ra), despite his concentration 
on gathering, the wealth of Hadith, could write many books which 
me uded subjects connected with Hadith, juristic issues and 
1 thftfnnA ' Sl0r \ as a ' so re S u lations about Muslim worship anc 

1 his kIT'm S ° f the Fa ' th - Amon S his important works are 

l Manaqih au bi " Aii ™ ib ("M- p 

ft the Presidency 0 f j ? V ^ een smce printed and published by 

B far the mostoutstand ' 10 ^ ^ a ^ah, Riyadh. However, by 

H monumental collection^ WOr ^ t ^ e l mam ( ra ) ' s h‘ s 
■ comprising 30,000 narrat^^ 1 ^ ca ^ ed Musnad Ahmad , 
H L 0usands ; According, to'u^ excludin g the repetitions in 
rA and ^’ s °wn so^A statement made to the 

B narrat^ ^ andse ' ecte dthe saiMn’ ^ duPah ’ he had worked 


bourse to his u eqUH 


c,,0ns Which , 





ah 


SciM 


1 . 


)tk ' Va , me^ orise ' s’work- d *otlW 

<he , r; 

ilbn Hanbal wbeth an d P°' nte ^ & Qadhi . 

>ost. The Utter . Haditb not fo Ahmad ibn 

£0 « g tobimf° r ' e « and 0 \,served silence -tom 

Imam al-Shafi i teg un c\e and son, Sa e , 

MU *°«M •»> " tod accepted assignments or 

T'* >l lh fnmCaliphMutawakkil. Be it in their vicinity or in 

tZS of the Caliph, he ™dd p.ete, keeping fasts 

and not be obliged by them. 

Caliph Mamun once sent hint some quantity of gold to be 
distributed to the traditionists. He refused to take it. One of the 
businessmen offered him 30,000 dinars as a gift amount the 
Imam shunned accepting it. While at studies the fina * • 
condition of the Imam worsened and Muhaddith \ n Clal 
his Sheikh, wanted to help him he derlin* i ° a ‘'^ a ZZaq, 
the Imam could not prepare clothes for 1 * aCCeptln & »t. Once 

'»*« » taw « S" he C 0 „n„' d 

someone offered him money t0 m, ^ 8arme nts. Mean,, u , 
on condition that be would L» T ChaSe clothes h W ^' e ’ 
al-Rabman bln Abmad bin ^ y , h ' m by Writ ; ,., acce pted 
invocation after maw,. Hanb al r et w, 8hls book A u , 
saved my bead from! ^be- 3°^ ‘hat h j, f \ Abd 
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'ZZ^acircular to the Ulama to assemble at the Court 
, rovethat the Quran was UNCREATE. All along the Caliph 
0ed threats of punishment and execution in case the invitees 
\cfused to respond. It was now certain that a period of untold 
' oppression was to be faced by all the scholars loyal to the Word 
of God and Muhammad’s Message. Our most esteemed Imam , 
lto* bin Hanbal ( ra ) had been foretold through genuine 

sszsif a th F :l was rz h,ng ° nd that 

* Tk ,mam **fcanied the prediction^ affl ' Ct '° nS fhe 

'MmanwhomlZmZsZr’ 0 " ^ authorit y of R a bj’ hj 

•*«*«. ofllZ Ah f' Sm With * tetter from l 
^returning fr 0m h ?? hmad - RabP met h!m ^ frof ” Egypt 
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-- rTlTreicctedthe Mutazilite view or innovation 

misguided Court and 

SX»vfx>"' i ' whenabedoum, i ab,r 1 m,r ’ came 

up and wished the Imam well and stated. 

*Mv Master (Imam Ahmad)! your personage is 

extremely valuable to Muslims today, and, you are 

going to the Caliphal Court as the (right) 
Representative of the Muslim Ummah. For the sake 
of Allah, do not become a source of regret to the 
believers, and, never accept the (renegades’) view 
of the Khalq Quran. If you keep Allah as your 
Friend (Wali), observe patience. The time span 
between the Paradise and you is simply your 
(coming) martyrdom. And death is but inevitable. 

Did you succeed in (banishing) this disruption 
(filnali), you will achieve both this world and the 
Hereafter.” 

»ZSrZr* by u lhis appeal of < a " un'e«e red ) 

mother report, Abdullah T* ^ ^ Again ’ accordin & t0 
father would prav f or t u V* S ° n ° f the lmam stated that his 

r obber), and when asked e \)I r6 i, VeneSS °^ one Abul Haitham (a 

"■* <*« to the ci^, 0 * WaS ’. the Imam replied that as 
tools of the misguided lot were m °T ™ ° hains and the human 

thewatra , nghim ’ this man ( Abul 

(continued) hutui^* 1 ' 0 .^ 88 fl ° gged 
(AW, h,s ctim es. Then he mu u W,th the Satan 

« reS' ™ (the lmam > that he 

P r °found\ v i m r! e COmm S test. The ' 001 St ' Ck t0 the path 


dS***!'!^.tS<‘ r< ioi. T W 


^*Zi«>*r*«* 




then 


a leSS ° n , t ln, 


T hefo" 0 *" 1 ® a 'lesson 10 ^.MutasU 11 - tene d 

hetes ,»r.ne 8 «»>'7; e 

the issue of the Boo cause( ) by the Mutazilite hoax, 

days were spent 'H 1 the ^ ^ refused tQ come 

rovmd'and upheld the fundamental Truth that the Quran was 
Uncreate (g hair makhluq) and tried to convince the strayed 
Caliph who was surrounded by the Mutazilah men such as Ibn 
Abi Dawud and Ishaq bin Ibrahim and the timid Ulama, all of 
whom were silenced by Imam Ahmad (still in manacles) who 
categorically demanded from both the Caliph and his sycophants 

tobringfortbaprooffromtheQuranandtheSunnah in * 

of their profane stand on the former. In the conch,rf . PP 11 
too, the Imam defeated the renegades who th U( * ln g debate, 
Mutasim to condemn him for his kufr (All!'^ 10 insti gating 
was enraged and he ordered that 1. , for bid). Mutasim 
the divinity of the Quran he fi ^ SU P re me advn 01 

quwwalah, and Al-Q ura K ed , t0o| S beg an 

defenderoftheDiS “I a amU, ^ Fo r ,h “ ^ J7 

katabllahu lana. ^° rd rec >ted, tirne^thg 

Wo 


While the, 
Islam was on forno 
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.,, , mam tumed down his otherwise luring offers. With 
b, his wounds and blood, 

swooned and at the end the Caliph, overawed by the patience 

of the sufferer, and at the same time fearful, ordered that the 

(loggingbe stopped. The Imam, regained consciousness, and 

found himself unfettered in a room of the palace. Then he was 

taken to his home. On his way he offered salah in congregation 

(Jama ah). QadhiIbn Samma’ah (who led the prayers) objected 

to the Imam for praying while his blood was oozing from his 

wounds. The Imam replied that he did it in accordance with the 

Sunnab ofCa\iphFaruq the Great, Shahid al-Mihrab , Allah be 

pleased with him. As he recovered, it is reported that Mu’tasim, 

ho had already expressed regrets, was pleased at his resolve 

to defend the right. The Imam forgave all those who had been 

»«*!!!'If '^^P^eMu’tazilah culprits who were soon to 

fitnahmtr * WS * su ^ erec * or died when the Mu’tazilah 

a\-Khuiai TL^Y re ^ uhammad ^ in Ntih, Ibrahim bin Hammad 

of a\\ these missi!? U a '' Tubbi and ot ^ers, Allah bless the souls 
se missionaries of Islam. 

t'ZZZ ’ 241 H ’ lmam Ahmad bin Hanbal, 
anxious for hi s recovT Seriously ^d the visitors began 
' mam made testa meMs As appointed time approached, 
S?******,?^A r K t0thefami 'y’children and 
liiat ° V f 1 "* ar «l HisMessent." ^ ^ Saleh>t0 carr y on his 

Allah, w S h r ** PeaC6 ' and eXpreSSed 

»tov, as u h 1S !f siPro phet,on him P h r ° Ved Rellgion ( lslam ) 
and cover :, h " PeaCe ' He advised his 
3Way in the same 

say m 1 f“" > lniVhdnn 11?^ 1,16 Place Th eiTuses P rea d like wild 
b "Taher,^t^ e Deputy of *e Caliph, 

lifetot S t te ' ,S "s<i^ m ' heCa lipli g Setva ms with the shrouds 

lmam had never 

*•* and ,2 iQrt "small oi r i* >les sed bodv and Saleh, did not 

^mcl^^Thua^^Vj'ascovered with the 
^Puif^'^forBivinpn 


with 


r gwing a 
ready money. 


6 e h a ‘ r 


(0l« 


^hdad 

:head 
itherinS 0 

Wto f,veh °- 

thee 


l 'T* »' fl " ff °* ’o those who 

fifteen hundred neigh bour of the Muslims on 

According to Kafi, » d Magtans beca , 

l-acs-ix* 1 w0 mm ft* Rap 

iliehistoric occasion. 

A,Estimate of the Defender onhe Qui^ mettle lmam 

Having noted an was ma de, it wi n not be 

Mcultto attempt at recording an estimate of his greatness as 
a scholar, savant, jurist, traditiomst and sufferer in the Way of 
Allah Subhanahu and His Messenger, on him be peace. Besides, 
for his steadfast resolve to uphold the Holy Quran as the Word 
of the Most High and his immaculate adherence to the Sunnah 
of Muhammad, ‘ alaihissalam , the Imam deserved im 
honour. Let us begin with the statements of his contom m6nSe 

and also the later scholars, and spiritualists Ah n m P orar tes 

stated that “Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal’s nZ r &WUd Si i‘Stani 
an assembly of the Hereafter {Al-Akhi l, USed to be like 
was mentioned other than the affni ! w herein noth • 

s— >.,d Faith.- Ah! j h ; n « 

preserving Thadith of the Anohti' d not find an, " mad b m 

than Imam Ahmad bin Ha nh , !,' 6 ° f Allah 0n ? y ° n « more 
that the \matn was ah- ^' ' s han hi r, n bltn be n» 
creatures.” Vehyabi n u\° h *- a Pleall ^ a hviy a L ■ aCe > 
the excellencies and Q U U " Voa ldsa v ? een Al| a h a ' me d 
impossible to do it ; n P aiSe s 0 f i ^ lf W eU/ ^ a Hd Hi 
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- r^rfpct as an adherent oi me aunnan and 

the«t«fCMtiwmions” Dar Qutni mentioned a tradition 
,\tg»cy of Ac ' P fthe p aith an( j the Sunnah, Imam Sufyan 

uSScessor (except) Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal after 

»kom innovations multiplied. 

At the time of IbnHanbal’s demise, Imam Bukhari was 
in Busrah and he heard Abul Walid Tiyalisi saying, “had Imam 
Ahmad bin Hanbal taken bis birth among the ancient Israelis he 
would have been an apostle probably.” Imam Ibrahim Muzani is 
reported to have stated that “in world history there were five 
men who on respective occasions showed marvellous personal 
courage and gave proof of their self-sacrifice: Caliph Abu Bakr 
during the wars of Apostasy, Caliph Umar during Thaqifah affair, 
Caliph bthman when he was besieged (by the rebels), Caliph 
Mi on the occasion of Siffin, and, Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal on 
hehl!u ft ® Wan ' lmam a '“Sh a fi*i stated that in Iraq 
than Mim»fu! - ^u SOn m ° re scbo ' ar 'y> pious and God-fearing 

5tt^ Ychyabin Saeed a '-Q a « a " wou,d sa * 

Mimad ibn Hanbal ^ none Was dearer t0 than 

i other peop\ e A rJH ♦* .^ e Was dearest to him among all 

L ' mams Bukhari and MusUm?^ t0 ^ utaibah ( the teacher of 

l 


“bout Imam 

11 ,hc ot \ ° f Fa «b, and 

*^«:tr he pi 

World ly riches 


f6S en 

r d iike^ ise ’ j • t do* 0 ’ a ° bin al-tt ar ' ’ th6 test 

^ t0 Bi he succ< ed in the 

,U efen 'L." A cC ° r . d ' a d^ enh , d t hat is teS \eiftnany 


Abtt * n V*» b * 

i' st " nd l"^d^’amtrmad by standing 

° f Hannan”' be an 
firmly against egar ded Ahma > one of 

F*hr al-Dm f^J ^ or ding to Had.th, he w 

incomparable faqih, ana, 

those who stood for the right. 

, f,vonr the view that Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal 
ReP °a a S SSv in the world of spirit. Ibn al-Jauzi quotes 
“Sim Haiti saying that he saw Bishr Hami in a dream 
and he asked him how was he treated (he having something 
moving in his sleave): he replied: “l was forgiven by Allah.” 
Ibrahim asked what was in his sleave. He said: “The other night 
pearls and rubies were showered on Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal 
and 1 picked some of them.” Ibn al-Jauzi again cite* ,k„ 
statement of Abu Bakr Marozi (a pupil of the Im \ . 

him in a dream, seated in a garden covered in t &m ’ W "° saw 

vdth a crown on his head, at once radiant W ° , green bla nkets 
unique manner. \ asked, “what pattern t ™ Wal Wng in a 
replied, “it \s the pattern of the Senia , of talking j s j t9 „ * 
asked about the crown on b‘ u ants °fDaral ^ a i 

r»o *». «h. ta, *'***;" When 

you persevered and suffix meH >Slieht ** *t Was a 

and this is the rewards ered for reieof Sa yin& k A • a 

wrote on the “WhoritJ ^ nSaU On.)--u " 8 the ftaU' eS > 
Abu V afar bin Abi u f Abul Hasan 7 ibn H; ■ 9 Q Ur ati 

er tthp L . Prov. 


was 1 




;haptcr Six 


\ Haditb to be thought over. 


Companion Thauban, rdh., Narrated. 

"The Messenger of Allah, on him be peace, sai 
"Just as the eaters invite others (hungry) to the 
trencher (a large wooden plate of food), it is 
imminent that antagonistic peoples will assail 
you." Someone (ventured) to ask: “(O 
Messenger of Allah!) would it be because we 
would be then in lesser numbers ?” The 
Messenger of Allah, on him be peace, replied: 

No' you will be in large numbers, but that you 
"ill lose weight in the manner of particles (of 
S !« a ^ m , i 1 xed the scum on flood-waters. 
en g . Wl ^ your dread from the hearts of the 
by theV” y ° Ur 0Wn ^ ear,s wM be overcome 
<wahn> " So ~ 
iswahn^ ’ ^g ’ ^ essen ger of Allah! what 
hatred of death" /!?' ^ 0ve °f the world and 
(Al-Baihaqi, Abu Dawud, ra.) 
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Epilogue 


. — * uur Great r“* presentln S the lives and 

r ely > Abu Hanifah ’ 

i sp\r Uu ’\ dn he ' T res t*<*We Stand a ' Shaf ' land Ahmad bin 
wide a read ma ' ns of Arabia ?? m tbe j uristlc > literary 
rta< H mater.M * raWn ^\am. k „nt 


Hanba\( ra \ 


and 
Provide 


reaa ° u beAraW,o , ? ulc juristic, literar; 

‘ n 6 maters to sohoi* S &m> lS not meant just to 
Molars and students and others. 


of* e 

sW K» ote °\’- n the f' e ' d 0 • r particular 

*** ,ts \ma«is adopted h suprem e 

Kdmiued, that inaugurated by 

^ofinterpretatioru. ^ainiustbe J andtheir successors 

** ° f f "Ssalam. ^ d compiled their works, 

" W ' te4 ^ Idtd defeated on > ues ^ ^ & war . 

^.sttWmgtodeteat ^ - n{uture W ere responsible for 
some of the uaYr0VVT A-\feTeuces during, the periods when, apart 
toning the the 0 sup temacy, the socio-intellectual 

from the decline or 

level had touched a new 

It is interesting to know that the eminent Imams under 
teierence lived and died in somewhat same era. The total period 
Soy which they studied, functioned or suffered, extended to 161 
years according to Hijrah Calendar. The first of them a l 

Hanifah was born in *0 Hand the last one Ahn^a -u , Abu 
was recalled by Mlah in 241H. Imam Malik, w c-, ' n ^4nbal 

M>u Hanifah passed away. Imam al-Shafi' 57 When Imam 

yearlSOUwhentmamkbuHanifahfw ! ' Was horn in ,e 
leftthis earthly abode,Imamal-Sh ! >f->! >lred ''^henlm a . tbe 

old. Imam Mrmad was youtig enr . •' '’''"Pupil am Mali\c 
hy 14 years and the former® te ^er 29 Years 

the departure of Imam al- S 'Oo k M-Shaf,*- 
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. B a | shift'i and Imint Ibn Hanbal saw one another. The 

!Zcrnw benefited from Imam Malik’s meritorious work 
* Jlbatatbri and al-Shaft'i were also mutual beneficiaries. 
M important point to note is that this last jurist (Imam al-ShafV i) 
differed in judgment from the eldest veteran in Jurisprudence 
but he appreciated his immense and essential role in building 
Islamic Law which was eventually perfected by his pupils, Imam 
Abu Yousuf and Imam Muhammad, and may be also by Imam 
Zafar. Imam al-Shafi’i had intimate contacts with these 
lunsconsults. and, appreciated Imam Abu Yousuf’s contribution 
in the relevant field (and possibly in the conduct of the State 
also). 

When al-Shafi’i was in the tenth year of his life he knew 

Madinahlmj^ UWaH< ! heart a "<l a * he joined the latter at 
^ by reciting the volume 

M-Shafr i hah gre« resDecff h"" ab ° Ut h ' S fU,Ure greatness ’ 
'‘hencommenlfnann h P ^ h ' S teacher ’ lmam Malik > and 

Knoolherbookmorecomrft 0 '' u a<Uth ’ he Wouldsa y> “ there 

on eanh’s surface.’’ He a u * after the Book of Allah (Al-Quran) 

bnd pan of a Hadith dolabtf^^f ^ When lmam Malik would 

o' UkenCd ,he lma ™ to a lumi h n e o W0Uld leaVe the whole of il ’ 
ponderswhe„ tmama , a,ar in <he scholastic sky. 

&*» Sh ° uW '"0 MalSi eW his ,eack or in so much 

'mam al-sw,. 

au.}'?*' ho ask n 


him 


SO 


th at 


fitiW 




to im am i* n • n vou 


Hij aZl J , ab | e . His 

m sovr 1 u to me so tha . f l m aintam my peC tful 

”2: is"» in r 

towards Imam f ogr iveness. Accor ^ a s to who 

a " VaV ?hin Hanbal was asked by his son Anah s0 

wasdiis al-Shafi’i for ^fj^fj^mTl-Shafi’i is one whose 
frequently. The ,main rep ‘ for earth an d health for a human 

belg ”Thatshould°inipty the significance of ^“SUafi’i Ul^sl^TTUC 
society, its work and mission, and his contribution to Shar ah 
Law. Imam al-Shafi’i would consider his company with Ibn 
Hanbal a favour from Allah even if it lasted for a short while. A 
reputed Muhaddith, Abd al-Rahman bin Mahdi, was questioned 
why he considered Imam Malik more comprehensive than Imam 
Abu Hanifah. He denied he had said so but admitted the 
assertion that Malik had better understanding in Fiqh than AH 

Hamfah’s teacher, Hammad bin Sulaiman Al ^F- ™ AbU 
Uthman Muhammad was an intimnt i 1 s SOn, Abu 
who loved him because he was the sonX^T lb " Hanb al 
and a true adherent of the Sunnah. h Cher > Makki 

personal so that they a «* ** Utlk now n but " afi School 
accorded to Im am Ab l V , fecled not th e , W the Se We 01 
Imam’s relations witj A l‘ fah ’ his ^ork 0f h 0 nn 1 
em ' ne « pup,is of AW U Yous uf anH k k and his merT Ur be 

SS 5 S 5 *** > 


*' ° ne day l * ndin 8 a nd*h*i 00lt *° af-Sh* * e,lls Wae 

* iL Se ne d?<ii 8 ti n ;| Sh afi>i,: as 
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•notft the Court of Calipn narui. a.-ixa^,.,u. w.. ,„ 5 wa y 

E , al-Shaft’i and he dismounted from his 

SS his servant that he should go to the Court and 

inform the office that he could not attend for the reason that 

Imam al-Shaffi had blessed (him) by his arrival. The Imam 
exhorted Muhammad to proceed to the Court saying he would 
visit him again. But Imam Muhammad rejoined, it was not 
necessary for him to be present at the Caliph’s when his (Al- 
Shafi'i’s) coming to him was of greater benefit (and bliss). 

A lesson-serving incident and an example for all those 
people who insist on the rigid attitude and imposed segregation 
of all the four schools of Islamic Jurisprudence and thereby 
violate the Commands of the Holy Quran and the legacies of 
prophet’s blessed time. Who does not know that Imam al- 
after ImT*!' 6 and the supporter of the Sunnah long 
pattern of ^ ani ^ a h) adopted well-thought-out 

°r iaws ’ regu,ati ° ns and AhadM ’ 
founderMdS\i^wj° °®!^ omthe ^ ana fite school, that is its 

*nc mutually toleraZ es ' Yetdle 'utter and Imam al-Shafi’i 
witerests of collective aoort" f °, U ' d at limes concede in the 
" lh,s r «pect Dr. Muhaml u Ummah and ‘he ™ty of Islam. 
m4y Hmuuder S ta n d J t h e Ioti dUl ' ah ’ S Valued observation 

5l^t;t^ h ' Chseemst °be«he 

^»dimr' iOUbt ’ ess t'VOofth A l bU Han ‘ fah and a| - 
mC^P'etely JJ* e , aders Umams) of 
Cf* Accord r?'lt M of each °*ber 
Huuifak s ^ n <V) is obi? ' hafi,i ' ,he 0®»« 
that 0 ; c 4 " Pr« ses it comZ ° ry ' Whl ^a S Abu 
Han 'f»hw hafi ’ivventto B e y , The «°ry goes 

qu° UnCe<lh isow ed) ’ and durino (Where Abu 
r> d .ba°I: i v ^o n ,h" ngh,s ««y there he 

Ab u V u Pin ^a s t d: “ Uo "‘inuearf PrayerWhen 

hln >cdto fnu ° fthe great 

low my own 



^ " r iat tlfein'P liC ^egene ral 
tc0 nce rl1 th . S > ea def 

*»“ W Tl 1 » le,anl 0 V" (History 
“±n-' tmo,¥ e.h..r«" t,obo f 

l„« f ”*' “Sm 5cbeole e°t 

’ ” 1 m “" !tld "great successors, 

*° J 8 ”Ste'o/ b *a^'S l ” mediale 


ae for maintaining the solidarity ot the Muslim 
man giuunucu as it was on the fundamental concept of the 
ness of Allah (Al-Tawhid) and the Apostolic Message which 
was destined to work and survive until the Day of Final 
Judgment. 

The scholastic and juristic genius of each revered Imam 
emanated fromhts God-given comprehension of the two Z 
sources of Islamic Law and their resolve ' su P r eme 

and cause of Islam resulted from their d t ° t ' 1e Astern 
the Muslim Community within its snr' t , delerm ' na tion to keon 
bounds. Then alone could the T ’ egal > rel 'gious and ^ P 
Islamic civil society be ket f tlCO - eco "Omic a d m ° ral 
alone could it be a On Pt U ^ er su P e rvisinn . as P e Ct of the 

Holy Quran and the p ! u Utther the v " * l '° nS ’ Pious 


"'""‘nr 0 'I 
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and not in basics in the main that is roots (usul). For instance, 
ai-Shafi’i and the Hanafites disagreed in a number of points 
with regard to nikah (marriage) and inheritance ( warathah ), 
or in Hajj and Salah services {shurut or conditions). But this 
did not prevent them from observing and fulfilling obligatory 
duties together. Thus they were one at Salah, Saum, Zakah 
payment and Hajj despite the fact that they might have 
disagreed in the manner of performing each fundamental duty 
How could they turn to be the sectarians when the Quran had 
explicitly defined the Prophet and his men thus: 

“He it is Who has sent forth His Apostle with the 
(false)religion. “ ke '* prevail over all 

< tra| y) with him arefima^f* ^ ’ h ° Se Wh ° are 
den,ers of Truth, (yet) fu |, du f ny ' eldln 8 tow ards all 
! n0,her - Thou c2 s ? merCyt0war ^ one 

?St;r^o fy r wh,chread: 

" ef0refear Me aid y °“ r Lord andr? Si " gle 

“Bu, peo < ndno other). Cheri ^er: 

5^^ ir a«a ir(ofu . 

Anting 0niL ; (Vs S2. 54 j ntheir <=onfi lsed 


an "otate° s mrnent ing 


! ° n V ve r /‘^' 


ii 


^-- M essa ^ e 

iK °aTd 

•A»P , " ph j 1 1 , t irRelig““ *" J Who love Him 

0».T'«' CO " hei c 10 H ' m 

A '° ne Ap on the names of 

,,:an e d 

iUe prophets cut«' * nltro w doclrm , 

each sect rejoiced m t ofthe Unity of 

of Truth will finally dissipate it. 

And above all, could there he any justification in reducing 
the one united Ummah into ideologically contending factions 
and fragments when the Divine Command revealed to the final 

« p ' ,c '- w “ ,s is con,e y ed i» 

,, h >«» from 
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. kt ( pnsel had in view one single goal of winning 
successors inn? a „ d doing justice to His Last Prophet’s 
the Pleasure of • The worthy Iniams cou |d succeed 

spuremennssion responding positively to verse 110 

^STSeaLnpart: "ft an the best of 

Peoples, evolved for Mankind, enjoining what is r ight, 

forbidding what is wrong, and believing in God..... ” And 
this particular verse must have been understood by those 
farsighted leaders with verses 104 and 105 of the same Surah 
which contribute to the perfection of the Islamic idea of a 
Community or Society. I cite the same here so that any deviations 
from the right course could be stopped: 


Let there arise out of you a band of people inviting 
to all that is good, enjoining what is right, and 

forbidding what is wrong: they are the ones to attain 
tehcity. 


'hemselvesand'nr 6 ^ ^ divi<ied amongst 
.fit'" ,di «"s after receiving 

^ for them is a dreadful Penalty.” 

guarded they could "<* achieve unless 

t: * f«of kind ° f ■ di -u P .ion 

dispute, L ° bey Goi «»<i His Aon al ' An f al s P oke 

^ '° se hear ‘ and u P n e: and f al1 into no 

S$^i eakin8 in *»eir fields of 
o f true successors 

'ucoc s , e ' OUnii and b? eApos «oof A!Lk" a " d ,he esse ntial 

0f the lasu '" 6 ' he Societv' rtUe of their re’ °" h ' m be peace - 

effo nsand” 88o °Hc v ^.' r ' 1,Uc Islamic Spectlve roles in 
^'aa^fhei ,*%**»• and because 
' U y facing odd ked a nd dedicated 

ds a nd afflic,i 0ns at 
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consequences are «n rial greed has mS ° fl 
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for « 

decline of dlmetl sions tk 6 ^nd of hU 

*» goes, ap r bac kw ard 

end can °" !" 'he filter *£**■%, a ga , 
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1 ' slobC \\e avva^e and P r0 ^ J s \ ie d. Disruption 

"' frombemfe® be r00 ted out. 

m , m iw and country , , _,„ lh issalam, 

TtesoM»rrty°' 


ltoro" v " D • t0 be rou^“ — 

™miw and country ' , a i a ihissalam, 

:SieesofMuka^, d . Mstmethods 

Tktsol'danty ° wa \\reason yousuf’s Kitab 

j the machinery 

me » powt and resources are msus >d ^ doors of 

0( »d order gets .g^n remain open for 

SSS^-n-sSlSSS 

and death defined the duties of both the rulers a e 

But when the system lacked efficacy and effectivenes , 
problems took their birth in the society, and with the os . 
values, political power, economic solvency or sufficiency, 
die cultural Identity and social and individual character ' <ver ^ 
lost. The ultimate result was that the Muslim countries an 
communities, both in medieval and modern times, became 
subservient to alien ascendancy and foreign control. In a helpless 
condition, created partly by the Muslims themselves, they forgot 
tneu supreme mission and the Message they had inherited from 


andMficfc pled^ centuries, the regions and lands in Asia 
replete tiCr^ MusV ' m ’ strate &ically important and 

foreignexptoiv^^ ^ s °UTces, were coveted and captured by 
keeping the peop\ es !? ^ eT P elua ^d their rule or occupation by 
* ere varied. Tbev ® lu ™oil. The methods adopted 
frTr *“'"»*• Tito? 5 * 4 <hem b V the use of latest or 
u ‘ ^ e y enMu,^ Actions to engage them in 

reW «Pohtiea\ conversions. They 
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25 tlZTS^rsal brotherhood 
aid the Muslim world has to play its role ,n the 
shaping of a harmonious and peaceful and 
happy destiny for the war-weary, tension-tossed 
and the ideology-torn world." 

This observation of Prof. Toynbee which sends up a hieh 
hope, should inspire Muslims all over the world and tv, 6 
expected to make a positive response to the nol , ,7 ^ 
not be an un-ls\amic action then to abandon a o ^ 6 ^ ' WlU il 

a 6 '°" ous t0 ' e >“d, ^ tbe other hand rema “ m ' Ssion and 

vnsectarvan tussies, and at the « ! remam abjectiv en« 

and morality of C? “* same "me sell ou h u ga§ed 

^ essence, the u 
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Everywhere and in all regions they must rebuild a super 
collective character in accordance with the Holy Quran and the 
Prophet’s Sunnah and the finer examples of the Right-Guided 
Caliphs. Thus they will save themselves and their organisations 
from indulging in any turbulence or tumult, remembering w„n 


va.. F „ 3 . 1 „ua mcy wm save memseivca aim men urbanisations 
from indulging in any turbulence or tumult, remembering well 
the tradition (bat disruption is worse than massacre 
(JJ jjxsiiali), and, massacre as a devastating activifv • 
condemned by the Holy Quran. Again, were anvlnf S 


and, massacre as a devastating a ctivit,, •' 
condemned by the HolvOnran a.,;. g tlVl ^ ls 

others to create disorder ana a- * ’ " ere ony°neto instigate 
fbe famous Saying that will hfi* 3 S ° Slantls cxace rbated 
<° kelp prorn , l b8 '? mind ‘rented as a 

oandth '" k ^-ki S Cptsf„S. Le ‘ a '/of US 

nme/st “"o convey! ^message- 
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Islamic teachings. Without this, neither the Muslims can form 
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